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2011 KIDS COUNT Data Book:

AMERICA’S CHILDREN, AMERICA’S CHALLENGE

Promoting Opportunity for the Next Generation

SUMMARY OF NATIONAL AND MASSACHUSETTS FINDINGS

On August 17, 2011, the Annie E. Casey Foundation released its 22nd annual KIDS COUNT Data Book, a national and state-by-state analysis of key indicators of child well being.  The 2011 KIDS COUNT report focuses on how our nation’s children have fared during the recession.  Its results are disturbing for the nation as a whole and provide important evidence for policy directions in Massachusetts.  MA can take pride in being ranked 3rd best overall in the nation, and many of our policies can serve as national models.  At the same time, the report and the KIDS COUNT data center also contain a wealth of data that points to problem areas in Massachusetts and provides detail that can serve as a basis for the development of sound and responsive policy in the Commonwealth.   Below are key 2011 KIDS COUNT findings:

· Child poverty in the United States reached 20% in 2009.  This means that at least 14.67 million children live at the federal poverty level, a conservative measure of poverty.
  At the same time, the rate of children living at the edge of poverty (at 200% of the federal poverty level)
 climbed to 42% by 2009, or nearly 31 million children.

In Massachusetts, 13% of children live in poverty and 27% of children live on the edge of poverty.

· While MA’s child poverty rate of 13% ties it with five other states for 5th lowest in the nation, the racial distribution of poverty in MA is a cause for concern:  7% of white children live in poverty, while the rate of poverty for African American children is 28% and for Latino children is 13%.

· Child poverty in Massachusetts is highly concentrated in a few cities and towns.  According to the 2010 KIDS COUNT report by Massachusetts Citizens for Children
, child poverty rates in Springfield, Lawrence and New Bedford are 42%, 37% and 36% percent  respectively, far higher than the national rate.

· The 2011 report adds two new indicators to its ten indicators of child well being.  These measure specific impacts of the recession.  They are the impact of foreclosure on children and the number of children living in households with at least one unemployed parent.

· Foreclosure:  Nationally, 5.3 million children in the United States, or 4% of all children, have faced the dislocation of having to leave their homes due to foreclosure.  In MA, the rate is 3% or 70,000 children.  At the same time, an additional 281,000 MA children live in low-income households where housing costs exceed 30% of income, and therefore live at high risk of disruption or homelessness through foreclosure or loss of rental housing.  The rate of Massachusetts children in low income households where housing costs exceed 30% of income is 73%.  The national average is 67%, and 36 states have lower rates on this measure than MA does.

· Unemployed Parent:  11% of children nationwide, or nearly 7.8 million children live in homes where at least one parent who is seeking work is unemployed. 
  The rate in MA is 9% or 126,000 children. MA ties with six other states for a ranking of 12th on this measure nationwide.  The rate of children in MA households where no parent has regular full time employment
 is 28% or 405,000 children.

· On one of the ten KIDS COUNT indicators, Massachusetts rates worsened somewhat over the course of this decade, and worsened at a steeper rate than the country as a whole.  These are: 

· Low birthweight babies:  Although the MA rate of 7.8% is better than the nation as a whole (8.2% in 2008), the MA rate worsened from 7.1% in 2000 to 7.8 % in 2008, a 10% increase.  During the same period, the national rate increased by only 8%.
  Low birthweight babies have a high probability of experiencing developmental problems and short and long term disabilities, and have a greater risk of dying within the first year of life.  
The KIDS COUNT report recommends a two generation strategy based on the understanding that healthy families promote healthy kids.  Its recommendations are:


Promote the Economic Prospects of Families

· Strengthen Unemployment Insurance

· Prevent foreclosure

· Expand tax credits

· Strengthen Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits

· Target child care assistance to those most in need

· Make health care affordable

· Ensure access to benefits

· Encourage savings

· Protect assets

Enhance Children’s Health, Development and Educational Success by Starting Early
· Promote healthy marriage

· Prevent teen pregnancy

· Expand Access to prenatal care

· Provide parenting support

· Preserve and expand access to early childhood programs

· Create a more seamless and integrated system from birth to third grade

· Address chronic school absence

· Fight summer learning loss
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To view and download the Annie E. Casey Foundation’s 2011 KIDS COUNT Data Book of national and state-by-state data on key indicators of child well-being:

http://www.aecf.org/~/media/Pubs/Initiatives/KIDS%20COUNT/123/2011KIDSCOUNTDataBook/KCDataBook2011.pdf
�  The federal poverty level for a family of four is $22,350 a year.  See, discussion of measuring economic hardship in KIDS COUNT 2011 Report, p. 9.


�   Low income, or 200% of the federal poverty level, is $44,700 a year.


� Note, recently released 2010 Census data shows this trend has only worsened.  In 2010, 22% of children lived in poverty and one in four children under the age five and under (25.9%) are poor.


�  Child Poverty in Massachusetts:  a tale of three cities:  Lawrence, New Bedford and Springfield, Massachusetts Citizens for Children, February 2010.


� Population Reference Bureau, analysis of data from the U.S. Census Bureau, Census 2000 Supplementary Survey, 2001 Supplementary Survey, 2002-2009 American Community Survey.


� The measure refers to the percentage of children under 18 living with one parent who does not have a job, has actively looked for work in the past 4 weeks and is currently available for work.  Parents who are not working because they are not in the labor force are not considered unemployed.





� This measure refers to the percentage of children under 18 living in families where no parent has regular, full time employment (35 hours week, at least 50 weeks in the 12 months prior to the survey.  Also includes children living with neither parent because those children are likely to be considered economically valuable.





� Massachusetts ranks 19th best in the nation on this indicator.  Low birthweight is considered to be less than 2,500 grams (about 5.5 lbs.).  According to the report “[a]lthough recent increases in multiple births have strongly influenced the rise in rates of low-birthweight babies, rates have also been higher among singleton deliveries. Smoking, prenatal nutrition, poverty, stress, infections, and violence can increase the risk of a baby being both with low birthweight.   It is worth exploring the factors that contribute to low birthweight in Massachusetts, and to what extent this figure includes children who might have died in states with less advanced and available medical care.





